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“L
OOK at that sign,” Jill

said.

“It’s in Korean,”

Mrs. Kelly said. “This

part of Wilshire

Boulevard has many stores owned by

people who came from Korea. We’ll be

passing neighborhoods that have peo-

ple from different backgrounds and

other parts of the world. If we were

walking, you would hear people speak-

ing English, Spanish, Korean, Tagalog

and many other languages.”

The bus crossed Normandie Av-

enue. “We’re now coming to the part

of Wilshire Boulevard that has the

most historic churches, temples, and

other religious places in one area,”

said Susan, their tour guide.

“On the right you’ll see St. Basil’s

Catholic Church. This modern build-

ing is made of concrete towers with

steel and stained glass sculptures. It

replaced an older wooden building

that burned down.”

“What’s this?” asked Clara as the

school bus stopped in front of a large

building with a dome.

“This is the home of the oldest Jew-

ish congregation in Los Angeles, and

one of the oldest in the United States,”

Susan said.

“The congregation’s first temple

was built in another location in the

1870s closer to downtown Los An-

geles. But when the congregation

grew, it moved into a larger building.

When it outgrew that one, it moved

again to this spot. They constructed

this building in 1929 and named it

Wilshire Boulevard Temple.”

“Let’s go inside,” Mrs. Kelly said.

“It’s very quiet in here,” Clara said.

“This is the sanctuary where people

pray. See the gold decoration, black

marble, stained glass windows and

rare woods?” Susan asked. “On the

walls are paintings that show scenes

from Bible stories.”

“Look up!” Emily said. A beautiful

domed ceiling covered the sanctuary.

“The dome is one of the temple’s

unique features. It rises 135 feet from

the street level to its top,” Susan ex-

plained.

Suddenly the class heard organ mu-

sic. “That’s the organist practicing,”

Susan explained. “The organ has 4,100

pipes which are enclosed in five

soundproof rooms.” The children lis-

tened for a few moments.

“Time to go,” Mrs. Kelly said. They

walked back through the synagogue’s

big wooden doors and onto the bus.

Thursday: Where will Mrs. Kelly’s

class go next?

Author’s note: The Los Angeles Conser-
vancy will host a self-guided architec-
tural tour down Wilshire Boulevard
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. All places
described in this story will be open to the
public during this time. For more infor-
mation and to get a free guidebook for
kids, call (213) 430-4219 or go to www.

curatingthecity.org. Thanks to Cather-
ine Gudis, director of education for the
L.A. Conservancy, for fact-checking this
story.

Look for Thursday’s Kids’ Reading Room

in the middle of Weekend Calendar with

the comics. This story will be on The

Times’ website at latimes.com/kids. The

regular Kids’ Reading Room features

will return next week.

‘Touring Wilshire Boulevard’
Part 3
The story so far: Mrs. Kelly’s class has
visited the old Elks Club near MacArthur
Park and is headed west on Wilshire
Boulevard. 
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MODERN: St. Basil’s Catholic Church
replaced an old building that burned down.

Laszlo Regos Photography

ORNATE: The Wilshire Boulevard Temple,
above, was built in 1929. Its dome, below, is 135
feet high from street level to its top.
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HEATHCLIFF By George Gately DENNIS THE MENACE By Hank Ketcham FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane MARMADUKE By Brad Anderson

MUTTS By Patrick McDonnellPEANUTS By Charles M. Schulz

A Warm & Fuzzy Deal
Give a Book, Get a Happy Ending

Bring any new or gently used children’s book to the booth in front of the America’s Kids 
& Education Expo at the L.A. County Fair, Sept. 14-16, 21-23, or 28-30 ONLY, or visit the 
Manners I. Care booth, Building 4, to get a FREE commemorative Blaze the Racehorse 

stuffed animal (while supplies last). Offer not available on opening day or weekends.
Limit one commemorative horse per family. Fair closed Mondays & Tuesdays.

For more information about the L.A. County Fair, visit: www.lacountyfair.com
For more information about Reading by 9, visit: latimes.com/readingby9
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