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“Touring Wilshire Boulevard’

Part 2

The story so far: Mrs. Kelly’s class is
taking a bus tour down Wilshire Boulevard
to learn about the history and architecture
of the Los Angeles area.

By SHERRILL KUSHNER
Special to The Times

EXT the bus stopped at
an 11-story  building
across from MacArthur
Park.
“What’s this building?”
asked Billy.

“What do you see over the door?”
asked Mrs. Kelly. “That will give you a
clue.”

“Looks like the head of a moose or a
deer,” said Billy. “Is this a pet store for
really big animals?” he joked.

“Actually you’re partly right. It’s the
head of a large deer called an elk. This
used to be the Elks Club,” said Susan,
their tour guide.

“It was built in 1925 as a club for men
who got together for fun and to help peo-
ple in the community. It had 165 rooms, a
gym and a pool for members and their
guests. Later it became a hotel.”

“Wow, look at the statues that deco-
rate the front wall of the building,” said
Carla. “They look Egyptian.”

“Many different architectural styles
are combined in this building,” said
Susan. “The main ones are called
Beaux Arts and Art Deco. These styles
were used for large buildings like court-
houses, government buildings and mu-
seums and are known for having lots of
decoration. They often have a lot of col-
umns too.”

“I see angels at the top of each corner
of the building,” said Emily.

“Not only are there angels, but you’ll
also see soldiers and nurses dressed in
World War I uniforms,” said Mrs. Kelly.

“Elks Club members were very patri-
otic and donated money during the war.
Now only the first two floors are open
and you’ll see that they’re still beautiful
today. The grand ballrooms are often
seen in movies.”

The class returned to the bus and the
driver carefully steered into the traffic
of Wilshire Boulevard. Cars, city buses,
tow trucks, delivery vans and mail
trucks filled the street.

“This was once just a dirt road be-
tween fields of beans and barley,” said
Susan. “That all changed when street-
cars and automobiles came on the scene.
As downtown became more and more
crowded, the city started growing
toward the west.”

“That’s toward the ocean,” said Billy.
“Yes, and that’s the direction we’re
headed,” said Mrs. Kelly.

Wednesday: The school bus continues
its tour of Wilshire Boulevard. Where
will it stop next?

Authors note: The Los Angeles Conser-
vancy will host a self-guided architectural
tour down Wilshire Boulevard on Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. All the places de-
scribed in this story will be open to the pub-
lic during this time. For more information
and to get a free guidebook for kids, call
(R13) 430-4219 or go to www.curatingthe
city.org. Thanks to Catherine Gudis, direc-
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tor of education for the L.A. Conservancy,
for fact-checking this story.

This story will be on The Times’ website
at latimes.com/kids. The regular Kids’
Reading Room features will return next
week.
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CLUB: The onetime home of the Wilshire Elks
features a golden emblem above the entrance.
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VINTAGE: The 1925 building became a hotel.



