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T
HE students piled onto the

school bus.

“Class, this is Susan.

She’s a volunteer from the

Los Angeles Conservancy.

She’ll be leading our tour today,” said

Mrs. Kelly, their teacher. 

“What’s the Conservancy?” asked

Emily. 

“We help keep the Los Angeles area’s

history alive by saving historic build-

ings, signs and other structures from

being torn down,” explained Susan.

“When you ride in a car, do you ever

pay attention to the neighborhoods you

pass?”

“Not the way my mom drives!” said

Billy. “She goes way too fast.”

Everyone laughed.

“Well, we’ll go slower today and take

a good look at Wilshire Boulevard, one

of our city’s longest and most impor-

tant streets,” said Susan.

The bus driver pulled out of the

school lot.

“We go down Wilshire on the way to

school,” said Emily.

“But you see only a small part of it,”

said Susan. “Wilshire starts in down-

town Los Angeles, continues through

Beverly Hills and ends at the ocean in

Santa Monica.”

“I bet that’s about 10 miles long!”

said Billy.

“More than that! It’s almost 16

miles,” said Susan. “Los Angeles was

one of the first modern cities to have

wide, straight streets designed for car

travel.”

“And the buildings you’ll see were

built at different times during the last

100 years,” added Mrs. Kelly. “Touring

Wilshire Boulevard will be like a mini

history lesson.” 

The bus departed near Union Av-

enue and Wilshire. After a short ride, it

crossed Alvarado Street and stopped

next to MacArthur Park. People were

sitting on the grass around a lake. 

“So why is it called Wilshire Boule-

vard?” said Billy.

“It’s named for Henry Gaylord Wil-

shire. He moved here from Ohio in the

1880s and bought land near this park.

He built a street through his property,

named it after himself and donated it

to the city of Los Angeles,” Susan said.

“Starting in the 1890s, smaller

streets began to connect to Wilshire

and used the same name. By 1934, Wil-

shire became one long street running

from downtown to the beach.”

“Where are we going now?” asked

Emily.

“That’s a surprise,” said Mrs. Kelly. 

Tuesday: What will the class see next?

Author’s note: The Los Angeles Conser-
vancy will host a self-guided architec-
tural tour of Wilshire Boulevard on Sun-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. All the places
described in this story will be open to the
public during that time. For more infor-
mation and to get a free guidebook for
kids, call (213) 430-4219 or go to www
.curatingthecity.org. Thank you to Cath-
erine Gudis, director of education for the

Los Angeles Conservancy, for fact-check-
ing this story.

This story will be on The Times’ website

at latimes.com/kids. The regular Kids’

Reading Room features will return next

week.

‘Touring Wilshire Boulevard’
Part 1

Larry Underhill

BUSY ROAD: Wilshire Boulevard is 16 miles
long and is bordered by high-rises in Westwood.

Security Pacific Collection Los Angeles Public Library

HE STARTED IT: Henry Gaylord Wilshire. 
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MUTTS By Patrick McDonnellPEANUTS By Charles M. Schulz

October 4 -16

SAVE ON THE FOLLOWING PERFORMANCES: Tue 10/4 7:30pm; Wed 10/5 7:30pm; Thu
10/6 7:30pm; Fri 10/7 8pm; Sun 10/9 1pm; Sun 10/9 6:30pm; Special Weekday matinee
Thu 10/13 2pm. Mention or type in code: READBY9 and save 20% per ticket!   Plus,
20% of the net ticket price benefits the Reading By 9 program.  Offer not valid on
previously purchased tickets, nor with any other offer or within one hour of performance.
Additional fees or restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Don’t miss this delightful LIVE
theatrical experience for 

the entire family!

THE BRAND NEW PRODUCTION

BroadwayLA.org
(213)365-3500 or (714)740-7878

Pantages Box Office opens daily at 10amSAVE 20%
Don‘t wait until

TOMORROW...

SAVE 20%
and support 

children’s literacy 

and Reading by 9

TODAY!
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